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Kind of accident:
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Train numbers:

Enzine numbers:

Operation:
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SUMMARY

)}

Wegtern Pacific

€

November 1, 1942
David, Calif.

Head-end collision

Freight : Freight

Extra 49 West . Extra 22 East

49 r 22-5

7% cars, caboose @ 74 cars, caboose
195 m. p. . : 8 m. p. &

Timetable and traln orders

Single; tangent; 1 percent
ascending grade eastward
uledr

Accident caused by annulment of
s meet order to one of two

PN

opposing extra treing

Tnat the Wegtern Pacific Railroad
Company esgtablisn an adequate
block-cignal system on the line
involved in this asccident
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THE WESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY

Accident near David, Calif., on November 1, 184Z, caused
by annulment ol a meet order to one Oi Two opDo”lzg
extra tralins.

1
RZPORT OF THE COMMISSION

= )

Cn November 1, 1942, tnere was a nead-end collision
between twe freignt trains on the 1 Paclfic Rellroad
rear David, Calif., wnich 21 G injury of six
employeces. Tnls accide 2, nv in conjuncticn
witn a reprecentetive of tne Rall gelon of California.

Interstate Com-
referred by the
cideration and
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Location of Accident and Metnod of Operation

Tnis accldent occurred on that part of the Western Divi-
sion designated as the Third Subdivision and extending between
Oroville and Portola, Calif., a distance of 116.3 miles. n
the vicinity of the point of accldent this 1s a single-track
line over whicn trains are operated by timetable and treain
orders. Tnere ie no block system in use. The accident oc-
curred at a point 0.45 mile west of the station at David.
Approaching from the east there are, in succession, a 2930
curve to the right 645 feet in ¢gngtn a tangent 112 feet, a
3906' curve to tne left 762 feet and a tangent 628 fest to
the point of accldent and 508 feet beyond. Approaching from
tne west tnere are, in succession, a compound curve to the
rignt 1,268 feet in length, the maximum curvature of wnich
is 7040', a tangent 94 feet a 3°15' curve to the left 522
feet and the tangent on wn*un the accident occurred. Tne
grade for west-bound trains varies between 0.79 and 1.00 per-
cent descending tnroughout a dlstance of 5,549 feet to the
point of QCCTdent and 1s 1.0C percent at tue point of accident.
The grade for east-bound trains varles between 0.12 and 1.00 -
percent ascending througnout a distance of 12,414 feet to the
roint of accident.

Opersting rules read in part as follows:
Extra trains % # * 1111 be governed by traln

orders with respect to opposing and all other
extra trains. :

* oW
5-88. ¥ % %
At meeting points between extras, % # ¥ the

train in the inferior time-table direction muat
take the siding, unless otherwlse provided.

ERE

220. Train orders once in effect continue =0
*

untll fulfilled, superseded or annulled. * % *

LK )

FORMS OF TRAIN ORDERS.
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Fixing Yeeting Fointe for Oproelug lroins.

To7

Extra 24 eact meet Extra 20 West o

ct
o

Trains'receiving thnese orders will run with

respect to eacn otner to tne designated points
and there meet in the manner prescribed by tne
rule : :

annulling an Order.
(1) Order No 10 is srnulled.

If @n order wnicn ie¢ to be annulled nas bsen
~dellvered to a trein, the annulling order nmust be
addressed to tnat train; if 1t has not oeen de-
llv;r»d, tne annulling order may be addresced to

tne operator, % & %

Iime-tabls instructions read 1n part as follows:

VESTWARD TRAINS ART SUPERIOR TO
EASTWARD TRAINS OF THE cSAME CLASS.

"

tne terr

i involved thne maximum autnorized speed Tor
traing 1is lesg

per nour.
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Degeripticn of Accident

Extra 49 W

eet, a wegt-bound freignt train, consisted of

engine 4%, 67 loaded and 6 empty care and a csboose. At
Portole, 90.2 miles east of David, the crew received a clear-
ence card and conles of five train orders, of wnicn one was
train order No. 60, Form 19, reading in part as follows:

¥ % % ENG 49 RUN EXTRA

FORATOLA TO OROVILLE YARD

LU S 1
After a terminal esir-breke test wss made thnis traln departed
from Portola at 12:35 p. m., ~ccording to the diepatcher's



record of movement of tralme, departed from Pulga, £.1 miles
gast of David and the lsst oven office, at 7:056 ». m., passed
FPoe, 3.4 miles east of David, and whille moving at an estimated
spzed of 15 mileg per nour it collided with Ixtre 22 Zast at

a point 2,482 feet west of thne station at David.

Extra 22 Zast, an east-bound frelgnt treln, conslsted of
enginee 22 and &, coupled, 74 empty cars and 3 caboose. AL
Oroville Yard, 282.3 miles weet of David, the crew recelved &

’ vles of five train orders, of wnlcn one
F

0 raer
. 88, Form 19, reading in part as follows:

ENG 22 RUN EXTRA OSOVILLE YARD
TO PORTOLA HCLD HAIYN TRACK MEET
¥ % % DYTRA 40 WEST AT POT * # *

Tnls crder also provided for other meets not involved in this
accldent. Extre 49 Weet did not rsceive a cony of tnls order.
Lfter a Terminal eir-brake test wee nadce Zxtra 22 Taet duO°Pt€
froim Croville Yard at € ». m., according o tno iSD”tCQef s
record oi uoverent of trairg, paseed Eerry Crsek, 7.1 miles
west of David =nd the last open office, at 7:1%2 p. nm., and
wrlle moving at an =2etimnted sneed of & miles mer nour 1t
collided wiltn Zxtra 4% YWegt.

Frowu an ng in dlrection in the vicinity
of tne ocint trne 2 trein

T_,ﬁg OLV\'V‘.’\ a3
800 ieeu becaugs
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En € 49 wee derailed =nd stopned, badly L , on
its rignt slde on the rnorth gide of the trock o narallel to
it. Tne Tiret 7 core of Extrs 4C were derciled ond stopped
in vaorious posltions acroes tas trach snd ediscent to it. OF
thege cars, four were demolished, one was badly demaged and
two were sligatly dameged. Zotn znzincs of Zxtre 22 were badly
Camaged, and tac tendor ol enging 22 vz Yorccsd rgoirnet tae
beller neeod. Yhe Tirst car wag gligntly deomeged.
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Tne enplorees injured were the
tne front wrakemen of Extre 49 Wegs
Tireman ol the first engine and tne
22 Eoet.
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During tas 2¢-d
thna average daeily mo
r

accléent was 1.1 T
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5:00 and 6:0” p. m. ne began to feel bad and started taking
medicine again, hut ne thought he could Tinlish his tour of duty
and did not ask to be relileved. He gaid triere was no oon’ition
in the dispatcner's office that caused him to Dbecome confus

and nz was not overworked. He indicated thnat wnen ne c“ﬂuuod
tne “ebuﬂn; point from Feoe to Pulga, between Extra 49 and an
extra train not involved, ke apparently was under tne impres-
slon That 211 the msets at Foe nad been fulfillesd. He gnnulled
order No. 88 to the orerator alt Pulge at 6:32 p. m., and ns
dld not discever nls error until after the accldent occurred.

Cri the line involved treins are operated in thne vicinity
of the point of accident by timetable and traln orders only.
Recently tne Commission investiwated two other accldents wnichn
occurred on the line of thig carrier in territories on wnich
traing are operated oy timetable and trsein ordsre only. OF
trhiege accldents, the first, wnlcn resulted in the deatn of &
perscns and trv injury of 3% persons, was a nead-end ccllieion
between o pacgen ger treain and = lignt e“Tlne near Sunol, Cslif.
195 miles west of uavug, or: September 22, 1941. The second,
wrilen re ted in thne death of 1 person and tns injury of 41
persong a JVad—bnd colllision beitween a passenger train
and a 1i ngine nesr Antelope, Nev., 257 miles east of
David, oril 14, 1642. The reports of the Commfesion cover-
ing taoe investlgations of these ﬂociﬂe“t” stated that 1f an
“%equato vlock gystem nad been in uce on the lines involved

nte g

a

>t nave ocourred, and recommended tne
ectup¢1 snment of an adequate block syetem on tiese lines. In
tne present case, 1f an adequats Dlocx gystem nad been in use,

tne zccident would not nave occurrad.
auege

It 1s found tnat tnls accident wsog caused by the annulment
of a meet order to one of two opposing extra trains. '

Recomnmendstion

T ;s recommended thnat tne Western Pacific Fal 1P ad Company
lsn an adeguste block-slgnal system on tne 11 involved
e scoel i






