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Maintenance of Way Cars

* Maintenance of Way, Company Service cars or Roadway car, all are about the same.

* These are railroad cars that have outlived their revenue service days and are
reused by the railroads to keep cost down. These cars in many cases are older
rolling stock that have been set-aside or replaced by newer equipment.

* These cars allow the railroad to move and store almost anything that involves
]Enailntenance to the right of way, grade crossings, bridge’s and other railroad
acilities.

* Older freight cars is easily adapted to the MoW fleet, especially if it’s continuing
in a similar job like an older tank car to move water or fuel, former coal car
turned into a ballast car. Most all of this equipment in most cases are painted into
a special color to differentiate the cars from revenue service and are
renumbered.

* Flat cars also work well as low-sided gondolas by adding side and end boards to
keep ties, timbers short pieces of rail on the deck.



* Box cars served as tool cars containing workshops, materials, hand tools,
hardware, kegs of spikes, tie plates, rail joiners, bolts and nuts.

* Some box cars were modified, a_ddinE.windows, doors and vents, heaters
and made into bunk cars, some into kitchen cars, dining cars and foreman’s
quarters.

* Old passenger cars were converted to maintenance of way cars stripping
them of the amenities and turning them in to large bunk cars, passenger
dining cars turned into Kitchen and Dining cars, baggage cars turned into
workshops and material cars using their large doors.

* Most maintenance of way cars traveled in one train or on the end of a
fright consist, being dropped off on a siding close to the work at hand.
Tracks were “Blue Flagged” and had the switches lined away from the main
line and spiked to prevent movement to the main line.



Types of Maintenance of Way Cars

* As an example, a gang of 50 men, the car equipment would look
something like this:

* One Foreman’s car

* One Commissary and Office car
* One Kitchen car

* Two Dining cars

 Six Bunk cars

* One Store and Refrigerator car
* One Tool Car



While | will go into more on the WP’s line-up of car equipment during this presentation,
the above give an example of some other railroads and how they handled a work crew.

The Western Pacific Railroad was no exception. Taking older 40’ and 50” boxcars and
stock cars turning them into maintenance of way cars along with some older coach,
dinning and RPO cars.

While there is little information to be found on the WP Maintenance of Way fleet, there
is information on the general use of mow equipment that can be found in various web
sites and historical societies across the county.

While I am in no way an expert in any of these car fleets, | will attempt to show some of
the common types of MoW cars that the Western Pacific made use of.
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Type of Cars

Car Type Use of Car
Type A Kitchen Car
Type B Office Car

Type C Kitchen and Diner

Type D Foreman, Time Keeper, Commissary and Cooks Quarters
Type E Kitchen Car

Type F Supply and Cooks Quarters

Type G Diner

Type H 8 Man Bunk Car

Type ) Divided Bunk Car, Foreman's, Engine Crew Car

Type JB Divided Bunk Car, Single Shower

Type K 2 Shower Bath Car with Water Tank and Tool Compartment
Type L 6 Shower Bath Car with Tool Compartment

Type M Combination Kitchen/Diner/Bunk Car



Car Type
Type N
Type ST
Type X1
Type CD
Type EG
Type H8
Type H11
Type H12
Type M2
Type M4

Type TW

Type V

Type X

Type X

Type T

Use of Car
Bunk Car with 500 Gallon Water Tank
Tool Car for Ditcher # 49 and 50
Electrician Supply and Quarters
Kitchen and Diner Car
Kitchen and Diner Car
Bunk Car with Foreman's Compartment
11 Man Bunk Car
12 Man Bunk Car with Foreman's Compartment
2 Man Living Quarters
4 Man Living Quarters

Combination Tool and Water Car

Track Vacuum Cleaner Car
Engine and Trainmen's Car
Engine and Trainmen's Car
Emergency Tool Car

Tool Car

Ventilated Tool Car



Kitchen Car
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Office Car
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Kitchen and Diner
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Commissary and Cooks Quarters

Rev. 8-18-52

Rev. 8-21-52
REY [-13 04

OMMISSARY & COOKS QUARTERS
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Supply and Cooks Quarters

Rev. 8-18-52
REY. 8-2\-82
REN 122/ 752

SUPPLY & COOKS QUARTERS

T YPEEF

(WIrkt SHOWER)

- 12" xGo"
SEAL EXIST WIHDOW - [' ANGE
§ _ % OILER.
| ™ B . i : : S I A 54 ]
< s_o XAJ.TQ s e el /I _O R A S S S A S g ' ,C‘Oy‘, : %l |5">(?_:1: i @
REEGj QA CR, 190 CUFT 1" i fi’fff fwarer
-2-4" Doﬂ‘?) i’ :gl BouoNK :._/ {Q HE R
. s 30"SHELF 2-8 ABIVE FLOOR N ‘pum
&TTBBT T 20" SHELF 6" CLEAR MEIGHT- INT: oo | .’o"‘f’ SLEEPING QUARTERS i i S W= L
; 20" SHELF 12" CLEAR RHEIGWT-TOoP. &7, ' 2%v | o/ || For Cocks I © — T lon.wATER
—4 -4 s 3 M e R s T o e e W e : q:n PR ,\{; s e - av P = — __.‘.n\_l SR ..'...« - TANK
> 23 s B LockERS oveEr Bunks M i el
VERT. GR‘X\B'- ! o0 e 4 BG“W\DE)\ZHDE’EP) 4-O"HIGH ) ‘Lﬁ R,
MEAT < 8- 465571370 o —-+ f 4&7
BLOCK SHELVES 20 w! COOLER g Br B bl f, ,Qp*l
26" 59 12 CLEAR FmEY 20°% 30" RT3 'X X! o
RAnE VENT I » o P> \ t 8 5 '1“'2-13 >
S— gso su:& VENT | N R 3
1 ___ EY—— Eze ) | b {e] IS i
ey B T L "
C.OCAHA—"T" "4 SASH Z5"x29" J SSTTWATER LinE ‘G Cc;ck*j
AALLS TLOOR OAROUAD STave LiNEL SEAL EXiSTING wWiNnDaw~
WIiTH oOLD CAR RUOFING, R :
ARPLy 2 CQATE GRAY PAMT rSLIDE, \/0““’" F TAIS AR G SR E
2 ’;GS% g’)ﬂ; SH S e CUH S IERS FOR USE WITH STEEL
T& G WALL L '/,‘AG . o /"‘“f\'/'{/“«'/'xf'?' AR QAT

STEEL SIDE LOOR [ ADDERS.,
4 LAMPS FEKR CAR, SCALE:‘L o

WELIGHT ~ 45,600LBS.

CAR INSIDE: ~C" WIDE , 40'-¢" LONG .
8-¢ , 4 LONG REEC z-6- 51



72527
5-7-47

Bunk Car
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B A . Rebuilt by the Western Pacific shops in Sacramento, California from a WP boxcar built in 1916
Western Pacific Railroad Museum Used as Escalon Depot in 1960s, Donated to FRRS







REV. 3-25-53
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Divided Bunk Car
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Tool Car for Ditchers
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